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Decorate your home and business with fresh-cut Christmas trees, wreaths 

and boughs from right here in Tucson!  For five decades the Tucson Ari-

zona Boys Chorus tree lot, manned by Chorus volunteers and individuals 

from the community, has 

sold Douglas Fir, Grand 

Fir, Noble Fir and East-

ern Balsam trees, deco-

rated wreaths and made 

to order boughs for 

homes and businesses 

throughout Tucson and outlying commu-

nities. Trees, pre-ordered and carefully 

delivered by friendly volunteers, are of 

varying heights from table top to 20 feet.   

Located at the El Con Mall on Broadway, 

the tree lot is open at the times listed. Or-

ders can be made by calling the tree lot, 

325-3675, or through the Chorus web 

site: http://www.boyschorus.org 

Proceeds from sales support chorister 

assistance programs. Many young men, 

who might otherwise never be able to 

participate in the Chorus, have benefitted from the purchase of trees by the community.  The    

Chorus would like to thank the Tucson and outlying areas for their patronage of the last five 

decades and wish each of you a very Happy Holiday Season.  

 Former Tucson Arizona Boys Chorus Director Dr. John S. Davis, passed away on         

September 22, 2009 after a battle with cancer. 

Dr. Davis began his musical career in 1945 as a boy soprano under 

the tutelage of Chorus founder Eduardo Caso. Dr. Davis was ap-

pointed Chorus Director in 1975 and remained its leader until 1980. 

With his boys chorus background, coupled with a doctorate in com-

position from the University of Arizona, Dr. Davis continued the 

Chorus tradition of community representation and successful tours. 

Many of the musical selections that the Chorus sings today were 

arranged by Dr. Davis. 

Dr. Davis spent his entire professional career teaching young stu-

dents the love of music both with the Tucson Arizona Boys Chorus and his various choral 

programs within the Tucson Unified School District. 

The Tucson Arizona Boys Chorus offers condolences to his wife Leta and the entire Davis 

family. 

In Memoriam: Dr. John Davis  

Christmas Tree Lot Opens November 27th 

November Hours: 
Friday, November 27, 10am - 4:30 
Saturday, November 28, 10am - 7:30pm 
Sunday, November 29, 10am - 4:30pm 
Monday, November 30, 12noon - 6:30pm 
 

December Hours: 
Tuesday, December 1, 12noon - 6:30pm 
Wednesday, December 2, 12noon - 6:30pm 
Thursday, December 3, 12noon - 9:30pm 
Friday, December 4, 10am - 9:30pm 
Saturday, December 5, 10am - 9:30pm 
Sunday, December 6, 10am - 7:30pm 
Monday, December 7, 12noon - 6:30pm 
Tuesday, December 8 - 12noon - 6:30pm 
Wednesday, December 9, 12noon - 6:30pm 
Thursday, December 10, 12noon - 9:30pm 
Friday, December 11, 10am - 9:30pm  
Saturday, December 12, 10am - 9:30pm 
Sunday, December 13, 10am - 7:30pm 
Monday, December 14, 12noon - 9:30pm 
Tuesday, December 15, 12noon - 9:30pm 
Wednesday, December 16, 12noon - 9:30pm 
Thursday, December 17, 12noon - 9:30pm 
Friday, December 18, 10am - 9:30pm 
Saturday, December 19, 10am - 9:30pm 
Sunday, December 20, 10am - 7:30pm 
Monday, December 21, 12noon - 9:30pm 
Tuesday, December 22, 12noon - 9:30pm 



 

 

Tucson Arizona Boys Chorus 

5770 East Pima Street Tucson, AZ  85712 

Office Hours 

Monday ï Friday, 9am - 6pm  

Phone: (520) 296-6277 

Fax: (520) 296-6751 

e-mail: TABC@boyschorus.org 

website: www.boyschorus.org 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The Tucson Arizona Boys Chorus has 
embarked on another exciting season, our 
historic 70th Anniversary.  The Chorus 
experience has been a part of the lives of 
thousands of boys and their families in the 
past seven decades.  Through the study and 
performance of a wide variety of choral 
music the choristers have gained from a 
leading music education program. 
 

But the Chorus experience is much more 
than music.  The many core values that are 
nurtured for these young gentlemen 
through the process of participating in the 
program are priceless.  Generations of 
choristers have significantly benefited from 
their involvement.Fall is our recruitment 
season.  We welcome our many new boys 
and their families.  I get energized when I 
work with these younger choristers as their 
lively manner is inspiring and optimism 
endless.  The future of our organization is 
in good hands. 
 

On a more somber note, we are saddened 
by the recent death of former Boys Chorus 
Director Dr. John S. Davis.  John worked 
with TABC founder, Eduardo Caso, in the 
1940õs as a member of the Chorus.  He 
continued his music training including 
receiving the first ever Ph.D. awarded in 
Music Composition from the University of 
Arizona. 

John was the Director of the Tucson 

Arizona Boys 
Chorus from 1975 
to 1980.  I clearly 
remember one 
Saturday morning 
in August of 1978 when my wife, Jane, 
came outside to fetch me while doing yard 
work.  She told me John Davis was on the 
phone.That phone conversation was my 
introduction to a friend and colleague.  
John asked me to join him for lunch as he 
wanted to talk about the possibility of me 
being his Assistant Director.  I recall the 
joy evoked that morning and have always 
valued that John gave me the opportunity 
to be a part of such a prestigious 
organization. 
 

When I heard of his death, I immediately 
called his wife, Leta, to express 
condolences and offer anything that I could 
do.  Leta invited the Boys Chorus to 
provide music at Johnõs Memorial Mass.  
Though emotional for me, it was a 
privilege for our current choristers to have 
a significant role in the service honoring 
one of only four directors of the Chorus in 
our 70 year history.  We extend our 
sincerest sympathy to the Davis family 
with the reassurance that Johnõs love of 
music will live on in his legacy. 
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PARENT  ASSOCIATION  
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ARTISTIC  & A DMINISTRATIVE  STAFF  

From the Director  

Julian Ackerley 
Director 
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November 19, 20, 22 - TABC with Tucson Symphony Orchestra, TCC Music Hall 

Sunday, December 20 - Holiday Concert, UofA Cenntenial, 3pm and 7:30pm 

Saturday, February 20, 2010 - Classic Concert, Our Mothers of Sorrow Church, 

7:30pm 

March 18, 19, 21 - TABC with Tucson Symphony Orchestra, TCC Music Hall 

Sunday, May 16 - Pops Concert, TCC Music Hall, 3pm and 7:30pm 

2009 - 2010 Concert Season  



 

 

Alumni Spot  

  

Paul P. Dufaud (ô46 - ô51) 

There are hundreds of stories I could share as 
we were traveling by non air conditioned bus 
in the summer to Blythe and Indio, and when 
staying in the Long Beach òYó making records 
in Hollywood. Gene Beach singing Ave Maria 
on the Bing Crosby television show, Don 
Poorman, our cowboy specialist, whom I 
later ran into at the Pentagon who now is a 
retired fighter pilot, along with  others such 
as Burt Kinerk, Gene Strunk, Art Laos and 
Mrs. Shenk, our great pianist with whom 
most of us were in love, Bobby Hinman and 
Mr. Caso, who wouldnõt make it in todayõs 
society because of his strict disciplinary 
ôtacticsõ, all come to mind. I have memories 
of singing with the Mitchell Boyõs Choir in 
Hollywood and the Vienna Boyõs Choir in LA 
where we won against them and several other 
choirs throughout the world in a week-long 
competition. We had the best football team 
in the city! Poorman was our quarterback, 
Beach our center, I was an end, a couple kids 
from Amphi were in the backfield with 
Kinerk. We used to practice at the Nazarene 
church in the basement after school and 
would practice football after choir rehearsal. 
We messed up some ivy and flowers and the 
church complained to Mr. Caso. The next 
practice he asked us who was involved (we 
would never lie to him). After our ôswatsõ, I 
remember taking turns sitting in the water 

fountain cooling off our butts! In Los Angeles 
we always ate at Graumanõs Chinese Theater 
where we sang for our dinner followed by 
thunderous applause. And the summer camps 
were always great fun: horseback riding, 
swimming (I was swimming champ), ping 
pong, roping, softball and more. Reminiscing 
has been fun; I wish you luck in your plans 
for a choir reunion. Nothing can replace 
these treasured memories. 

Brett Wilson (ô61 - ô67)  

My first ride on an airplane was when I trav-
eled with the Chorus to Washington, D.C. in 
December of ô63 as a ten year old to sing for 
the lighting of the National Christmas Tree at 
the White House. We visited in D.C. for 
several days, including Arlington Cemetery, 
where President Kennedy had just been bur-
ied a month earlier. 

Nicholas Eisner (ô68 - ô72) 

òI have always had a travel bug, perhaps aug-
mented by the two tours I did in ô71 and ô72. 
To date, I have lived in seven countries, have 
traveled to over fifty more, and am always 
looking forward to my next international 
adventure. We currently live in the gorgeous 
redwood forests of the Santa Cruz Mountains 
in coastal northern California where our pas-
sions include swimming, hiking and the San 
Francisco amenities. While I still enjoy sev-
eral good friendships that originated in the 

chorus, and although the statute of limitations 
has probably run out on tour escapes, and Iõm 
sure Jeff retired his infamous paddle, Iõm still 
hesitant to divulge the borderline (or not) 
criminal activities we engaged lest the cur-
rent crop of ôangelsõ get some creative ideas.ó 

 Brad Johnston (ô84 - ô86) 

I remember being an alternate along with 
Brendan Bagwell. We were both on the bus 
driving to a concert in Globe, AZ.  About 
halfway through the trip, Dr Ackerley 
òremindedó us of the set list. Brendan and I 
looked at each other with the same look of 
panic, realizing we didnõt know any of the 
songs he had listed. We spent the next hour 
cramming harder than I ever did for any test 
in my subsequent years, but needless to say 
there was a lot of ôwatermelon watermelon-
ingõ going on that night. 

Darius Artiola (ô96 - ô01) 

I donõt have a special story I can dig up from 
the memory bank, but I went on tour in Asia 
(China, S. Korea, Vietnam, Thailand and 
Taiwan). I was also in the American Youth 
Choir representing TABC in South America 
and China on two separate occasions. I am 
very thankful for the lessons, friends, and 
experiences that the TABC gave me. They 
have impacted me to this day in the most 
positive ways. 

Alumni Memories  

Stephen Dunham ropes 

for Pima Community 

College musical,      

Footloose.  

70th Anniversary Reunion May 14 - 16 

Donõt miss this opportunity to reacquaint with old friends 

and catch up on the latest news! To register for the anniver-

sary reunion go to http://www.boyschorus.org/70rsvp.php 

Do you rope or sing in 

your community?  The 

Chorus always appreci-

ates updates and pictures 

of alumni pursuing their 

interests in the arts. 

Email information and 

photographs to: 

tabc@boyschorus.org 

Friday May 14th 

Evening: Opening Reception 

Saturday, May 15 

Morning: Open House at TABC 

Informal rehearsals with TABC Directors 

Afternoon: visit to Temple of Music and Art 

Evening: Anniversary Banquet 

Sunday, May 16 

Pops Concert at TCC Music Hall 

Family Picnic between Concerts 
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ñItôs history spoken through music, reflecting all that weôve 

done. An anniversary celebration, celebrating seventy years of 

song!ò 

MUSICALE REGALE CONTINUES  

CHORUS 70 YEAR TRADITION!  

The 15th annual Musicale Regale took place on October 3rd at the 

University of Arizona  Student Union.  Roseann and John Munger 

were selected as honorees for the event  recognizing their  support  

and leadership in the Tucson community.  Roseann founded Musi-

cale Regale 15 years ago! The evening began with a champagne 

silent  auction followed with an exquisite gourmet dinner, live 

auction and performance by the Touring Chorus of this yearõs 

theme, 70 Years of Song. Alan Michaels was auctioneer  featuring 

such items as two night stay at the JW Marriott Star Pass Resort & 

Spa, Hawaii vacation for two and three day stay at Tanque Verde 

Ranch Resort.  The annual gala raises funds which are used for 

chorister assistance programs providing opportunity for young 

men to become members of the Chorus. Donations were received 

from the Presenting Partner, Glassman Foundation,  and the fol-

lowing corporate donors: Southwest Gas, Dorothy Finley, PICOR 

Commercial Real Estate, Wells Fargo, Pizza Hut of Arizona Inc.  

The Chorus would like to thank the Tucson Community for seven 

decades of support! 

Alan Michaels 

John Hook 

Wocky Redsar and Guest 


